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Welcome to the discovery den!
Mrs. Cotten’s Class
TheDiscoveryden.weebly.com
	
   
Research in the Amazon

Mrs. Cotten GOes Abroad
[bookmark: _GoBack]This year has been an exciting year for me.  I was married last summer to my best friend, Jake, and then I received Teacher of the Year at Hill.  Later in the school year, I was awarded a teacher travel research grant through JASON Learning.  I was able to study under Dr. Meg Lowman, a world-renowned biologist, in the Amazon Rainforest in Peru this summer!  I experienced so much and cannot wait to start this year off with new ideas and share my excitement with my students
Want to experience the Amazon?

Visit Mrs. Cotten’s BLog 
AmazonDiscoveries.weebly.com
While in the Amazon, my focus was to practice real science research in the field and to record as much as possible using technology so that my students would feel like they were in the Amazon with me.  We will take virtual field trips throughout the year, as well as conduct real scientific experiments to see what science is all about. I am a life-long learner, and I hope to embody the idea of global awareness and an enthusiasm for knowledge, so my students will be encouraged to pursue their passions and learn about the world with zeal.
	Science

Hands On Learning
 
Welcome to the 5th grade! In Mrs. Cotten’s class, we love to explore, dream and discover through innovation, hands-on learning, experimentation, and creativity in our science class, known as The Discovery Den.  We regularly get messy, design and build models, sing and dance in science and push ourselves to excel far beyond 5th grade expectations.  
We learn about a variety of scientific fields in The Discovery Den.  From astronomy, to ecology, to physics, we dive into each of the sciences, excited to learn about the world and how it works. 

and school community.  I have planned lessons that mimic the biology and ecology studies we conducted in the Amazon. I am excited to share the possibilities of a science career.  This year is going to be rich in discovery! We will skype with biologists in the field, visit with authors, explore the outdoors, build generators, design wind turbines, conduct scientific studies, and explore the unknown canopies of rainforests around the world.  



	
From state to state 
Learning the U.S. States
Don’t worry, it’ll be fun and rewarding! We bring Social Studies to life as we study our country and the world using research projects, drama, comics, dance, music, Claymation, art and service projects.
	Social Studies 
Early American History & Geography 

In the fifth grade, it is our goal that the future leaders of America, your children, know all 50 states and capitals.  Each week, students use online games and songs to memorize the states and capitals.  We will also learn about how the land formed, and natives found their way to this land.  We will also dive into America’s role in the world and how we are similar and different from other countries.  Our focus is to be well-rounded, educated and geographically literate U.S. citizens.  We learn about landforms, longitude and latitude, prehistoric animals, Native Americans, the first colonies of America, slavery, and early American History.  It’s going to be an incredible year!
Visit OUr Class website 
TheDiscoveryDen.weebly.com
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